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foster the waning Catholicity of the University, he resigned and went to
Douay with " certain young scholars/' and also, as Anthony Wood adds,
" some of the goods of the College "! These latter may have been " church
stuff," reliquaries and the like, which would have fared badly at the hands
of the bitter Puritan faction then dominant at Oxford, as elsewhere, in the
country. Dr Bridgewater lived much after this at Treves, where he became
the part author of the valuable Concertatio Ecctesi* Catholic* in Anglia
a great authority on the domestic religious troubles of the time.
Among the " young scholars " who followed the example or counsel
of their Principal, was William Hart. He not only entered Douay College,
where he promptly gained the affection of all by his modesty, patience, and
remarkable devotion, but he soon came to be regarded as a student of
extraordinary promise. Conscience and exile, however, were not the only
sources of his troubles. The eighteenth century had not yet come upon
the world with its lethargic habits and monstrous guzzling and general self-
indulgence. But humanity knew well enough the torture of " stone and
gravel," and among its victims was Mr Hart. Under advice, he left
Douay to take the waters at Spa, but deriving little benefit from the
Springs, submitted later to an operation at Namur. Within a century
and a half, surgeons, such as Cheselden, were to accomplish the feat of
cutting for the stone " in less than a very few minutes,"1 but in 1577,
things were very different. Mr Hart, however, went through the doubt-
less fearful ordeal, so absorbed in prayer that he did not appear to feel the
knife, and shortly afterwards was perfectly cured. Next year, Dr Allen
sent him to Rome, where, as at Douay, he won golden opinions, and was
distinguished by his oratorical powers, a discourse he gave in the presence
of Cardinal Buoncompagno, the Protector of the College, being especially
commended. After his ordination in March, 1581, he left Rome for the
English College, then temporarily sojourning at Rheims. The Pope,
Gregory XIII, accorded Mr Hart and the other priests who were leaving
with him, a private audience, after which Mr Hart made a set speech, in
which he thanked the Pope for having " opened up and cleared of its
obstacles, the way of return to the faith and practice of our ancestral
religion, for all who are willing to enter upon it and to walk therein,"
Following a short stay at Rheims, Mr Hart, with Mr Harrison and Mr
Proberts, came upon the English Mission. The field of his pastoral exer-
tions was Yorkshire, where he devoted himself so zealously, not only to
the Catholics of the moors and dales, but to the crowds of recusants in
the prisons for the faith, that he was soon known as the " Apostle of York-
shire." But like all the other missionary priests, then and long afterwards
1 On one occasion the great surgeon, Wm. Cheselden (1688-17 52), actually removed the
stone from a patient in fifty-four seconds !